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Outoing President Rene Myrand, centre, receives gifts from General Manager Keith P. Jolley, left, and Mark Lewis on the

right. Mark was elected the new VRC President.
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Entertaining? Need a
littlemor e space?

Why not rent aroom at VRC? What
better way to show off your club to
friends, family and colleges. Whether for a
birthday, anniversary, family get together or
any other special occasionswe can help take
the stressout of planning your party.
Looking for the perfect place for your next
business meeting or staff retreat? \Want to
impressthe bossor your clients?Look no
further, we can handleall your businessand
catering needs.

For available dates and bookings, please call
Dan @ 604 687- 3400

Room rentals are available to VRC
members at a discounted rate!

he weather seemsto befinaly

showing signsof spring and trust this
will bring greater activity to come down and
enjoy the Club.

The New weight roomisbeing well
used, and looking forward to starting the
renovation of the \Women’s Changeroom
and Washrooms. The Harbour Room
L adieswashroomsare also being scheduled
for an upgrade.

The New rowing dock is has been
constructed and isawaiting installation.

Come down for St Patrick’s Day
Friday March 17" with an excellent Celtic
Band

‘The Stone & SeaBand”, Tickets
availablefromtheoffice.

The safety Inspections start with
Canadian Fuel Oil Polishing and Steveston
Marinebeing on sitefor consultation.

The 2006 Winter Sailing Charity
Challengein conjunction with West

-
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General Manager’s M essage

Vancouver Yacht Club March 31-10th
with the Rowing Club hosting the Skippers
night Friday March 3 and aChili Cook
off Sunday 5".Lions Gate Hospital
Foundation Moreinfo
www.charitychallenge.ca.

Rugby Captains Dinner on Saturday
March 37,

We continueto improve our Member
Bar Food service at the Club and wel-
comeyour comments and feedback.

Reminder to take advantage of the
discounted Membership Privaterental
ratesfor your next meeting, function or
party.

Please don’t hesitate to contact me
any concernsand comments

KeithPJolly

General Manager

manager @vancouverrowingclub.ca
Web site www.vancouverrowingclub.ca

\
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2006 Annual General Meeting

VRC Annual General Meeting was held Februaryl6th.
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rst off, | would liketo send my
0l ogies out to the ROAR rugby

section faithful for thelack of coverage
over thelast few months. Other obligations
(kids, school, coaching, work and hair trans-
plant therapy) werethe culprits, but Jamieand
| hopeto have our submissionsin onamore
regular basis.

The see-saw 1% %2 | eft thefirst division
squad beating the defending M eralomas and
Premier Champion Crapilanos, but losing to
teamswe should have buried (such as UBC).
The second half jittersand injuries seemto be
on the mend, as after embarrassing lossesto
Langley inthe 1% and 2™ divisions, the boys
have looked more on track then ever.

In the second half, all three squads
appear to be on target again after a shaky
start, mostly dueto some costly injuries. Witha
good portion of the pack injured (Scotty
McKay, Marcus, and arevolving door of
others) plustheloss of several backson
various days (Brian Anderson, Canada stand-
out Stirling Richmond, Nick Hoogie and Matt
Jones' various‘groininjuries ... heistechni-
caly still anewlywed!), the 1% and 2™
divisions have had to up the ante for some of
the up-and-comers. More than worthy and
voraciousfill-inshave been stepping up to the
platein abig way, showing somegreat
offensivetalent, speed and defensive prowess.

Stealing fromthe“BC Rugby News’ site
(http://bcrugbynews.com/
show_news.cfm?D=69), the Cowichan Pig
Pen’s John James report from the 1% and 2™
div gameson February 11"

Saturday saw the Vancouver Rowing
Club travel over to Duncan for acouple of
matches against Cowichan’'s 1st and 2nd
Division sides. The Rowers, like Cowichan,
failed to makethe gradein thefall and were
relegated to the 1st
Divisionranksof the BC Interlock L eague.
The 2nd Division Men'sPiggies, who have

Rugby

by Kelly Egilsson

been onaroll since November, werelooking at
some stiff competition from theboysinred and
white. Certainly for thefirst half, with the
score at 15-15 at the whistle, it was agood
hard rugby match. The second half saw the
more experienced Cowichan side pull away to
an eventual 39-20final score. Having another
strong day for Cowichan was center Jake
Teufel and man of the match for Cowichan,
Stand Off, Gordy M cGeachy.

The 1st Division game saw Cowichan without
acoupleof itstop playersdue Thirsty Thirds
packing downto other commitments. Matty
Evanswas away with the National U-19 team
#10, Scott McCauley had other commitments
and hard hitting center, Louis Gudmundsethis
still out with asprained knee. Alsodidn’t help
seeing Center, Ryan
Walsh, go out of the
game at the 5 minute
mark with aturned
ankle. Inany event, not
totakeanything away
from the Rowerswho
were full marksfor
their victory, andwould |
have been that much
better if International,
Stirling Richmond,
wasn't away playing
for Canada. Up 21-3
after thefirst 20
minutes, Thelackluster
Piggieshad to make
some strategic player movesdefensively to
stem thetide and hem in the very speedy
Rower backfield. The Rowers expected the
usual quagmirethistime of year at Cowichan,
but dueto some cash input into thefield this
past fall, the Cowichan turf has never been
better thistime of year and certainly favoured
the speedsters. The reserves that camein for
Cowichan seemed to turn the game somewhat
and Cowichan had much of themomentumin

the second half resulting in an unconverted try.
Not enough though asthe Rowers

prevailed in acloser than the scoreindicated
final of 31-8. Playing hard for Cowichanwas
Alistair Thompson from hisback row position
and Judsen Garsidefrom thetight 5.

The Rowers stayed on at Cowichan for the
after gamefestivitiesthat included afeed of
fresh crab, prawns and other goodies.....

The Rowers are on the rise which isgood to
seefor an urban club. Full marksfor their
effortsand victories over the Capilanosand
Meralomasin Elite League play thispast fall.

Although the Super 2sdid not finish up
with the desired result, the 1% were able to
drop kick the monkey from their backs after
thelosing to Cowichaninthe BC Semisinthe
Pig Pen’s notorious ankle deep mud two years
ago (aka. Black Saturday).

Unfortunately, the current schedule
forced asplit in where the teams were to be
playing, and the Thirsty Thirds hosted the
beloved Caps at Brockton Oval whilethe 1s
and 2s were in D(r)uncan. After an embar-
rassing lossto the Caps at Klahanielast year,

Thirsty Thirds packing down

the 3%had a score to settle. Playing some
hard-nosed rugby, combined with alittleflair
led to asatisfying 12-12 draw. The boysand
men kept up great pressure and continuity for
most of the game, but missed tacklesled to
some quick pointsby the Cap side. Having
bodies playing out of position led some serious
line-out woes, and the Rowerswere lucky that
the Cap forwardsweren’t capitalizing onthe
some of theloose ball resulting from attempt-
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RUGBY - continued from p3

ing to boost players5'9”, 240lbs. and a2’
vertical (and no- it wasn’t Tugboat; too light!).
With hisfitnessfinally notin question, wing
Gregory Kirkpatrick madeabrilliant 60m run
to set up thetying try. Kirkpatrick credited his
re-found speed and lack of hamstring pullage
toastrict regime of Appleton’s, switchingto
PlayersUlItra Light Filtersand imagining
running away from hiscrying baby at 3am.
Speaking of babies, prop-turned-
flanker for aday Dave Hill, flanker Chris Ptak
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JT laying the smack-down!

and wing Carling played hard, representing the
juniorswell! All teamsare at agreat point right
now, as some of thefossils have been playing
with the babies. Pulling up somejuniorshas
been the catalyst that the old farts may have
needed, and the combination of game knowl-
edge and sheer speed isbeginning to
pay dividends on the pitch. The 3%
trainerswill belooking for donations of
Huggiesand DependsASAP.

The season’s TSN Turning Point
may proveto have been the gorgeous
February 18" games at Brockton. A
relatively dry (read dightly frozen) pitch
allowed our free-flowing, run and gun
styleoffencetofinaly shine. Having
another scoreto settle with the Brit-
Lions, who we struggled with last year,
the boyswere chomping at the bit to
provethe Rowing Clubishack on
track. The 3 started off the festivities
by drawing on Coach Wayne'stight

practisesand actually had the luxury of turning
non-practising couch potatoes away! A force
to bereckoned with, the days of just showing
up with kit on Saturday may be over, asthe
Thirsty Thirdsjust might befor real thisyear.
Continuing to utilize apotent combination of
youngstersand veterans, the squad dominated
the hapless Brit-Lions starting from the nearly
1000l bs. front row combo of Jason Martell,
Geoff Hill and Darin Calderwood. Therippling
wall of man-flesh could have easily made
mincemeat out of most Premier teams' front-
row, but seeing as

[ theBrit-Lionshad a
17-yearsold prop,
the boystook it easy
andjust won all the
ball without creating
acervical/thoracic/
lumbar spina fusion
for the newbie.

Ridingthewave
of the confidence
whichthe 34 div
started, the Super 2s
were more than ready
totakeout their

Songs of Innocence and Experience after the
Caps game; men of the match

frustrations of the previousweek’s Cowichan
loss. Playing abal anced attack setting up from
solid platforms, the 2'sforwardswere
unyielding inthe setsand line-outswere
spectacular. Dave Steer and Big George had
no trouble boosting Angus and Humps Jr.,

retai ning possession and stealing afew Brit-
Lions' balsaswell. Steadfast, straight-up,
powerful running from Big George, Jamie
Overgaard and Andy Donn gave the backs the
space they needed to exploit aweak Brit-Lions
backline. Brian“Mr.” Anderson and Andy
“Kiwi” had an outstanding day setting up ball
for therest of the backs, with Mr. Anderson
making the Brit-Lions| ook absolutely foolish.
If the Rowers decide to create a“ punching
bag of theyear” award, Anderson would
certainly become afront-runner. It might be his
boyish good looks, silky-smooth running style
that all seemtoregularly infuriate opposition...
or quite possibly hisnasty commentsthat the

refsjust don’t seem to hear. The
Brit-Lionsgaveall the cheap shots
and punishing tacklesthey could
muster, beating him likearented
Mexicanmule, and yet just like his
Neo, hejust on kept getting up.
Oh... and scoring, too. Final score:
Brit-Lions17, VRC 36.

Losing both the BC semi-final
and outstanding prop Kelly Egilsson
totheBrit-Lionslast year, the 1%
div would not settlefor anything
lessthan an absol ute pounding and
unfortunately for the green and
black, that’s exactly what they
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Jam|e O. and Andy driving for the line

received. Although the scrumswerefairly
evenly matched, under the greatly-improved
catching of Alex Heald and spot on throws by
Aussie Ben, the line-outswere nearly perfect.
Having the ability to cleanly secure ball
led to some great driving mauls by the Rowers,
and the Brit-Lions did not appear to have much
of answer. Big George subbed in for young
prop ChrisVeenstra after his sound perform-
ance up front, and with Matt Hope, George
Richmond and the rest of the pack, began to
wreak havoc in the ex-Britsforwards. Sucking
in opposition forwards meant Matt Jones (until
his“groin” acted up) and co. could light it up,
making the Symphony of Firelook like one of
Justin Wong'sillegal back yard fireworks
partiesin comparison. Matt James stepped in
at #10 for Mr. Jones and was unstoppabl e,
creating gaps for the centres and wing to
exploit with dlashing lines. Intypical Brit-Lions
fashion, their frustration ended up with aman

Alex Heald wins clean ball

inthe bin, making their woesin defence even
worse, dthough intypical Rowers' fashion,
the 1sdid have a couple of brain fartsfor
about 10mins. The boysallowed acouple of
cheeky tries, but managed to pull it together
and commit to arock-solid defence once
again. Inthelast 10mins, the game'sfinal try
was scored on a 5m scrum. The hero, Paddy
O’ Gorman, scoring hisrecord 583 try, came
oninfresh off the bench; the brilliant glow of
his pristinewhite shorts must have dazzled the
exhausted Brit-Lions' pack, asintheir great
respect of the storied lock they appeared to
simply let himflop ontheball withlittleor no
resistance. Either that or they were simply too
knackered to push the three substhat came
with |

and Matt James offering thirds...
whether you want it or not!

thanksgo to the Alumni

"Gormanin who support the section
hismoment by hel ping on game day,
of glory. fundraising and cheering
Find score: (with the odd jeer) on
Brit-Lions Saturdays. Hopefully
18,VRC they had agreat time at
32. theAlumni Lunch! Nick
VRC Galbraithand Chris
iscontinuing Princewill betelling
todevelop rugby membersabout an
itspro- amazing tour opportunity
grammeby coming up... hint- the
hosting Rockford Filesof
minison oversess...
Sundays. with Big George serving up seconds! Make sure to get on

Richard Bice and lan Cooper would loveto
seemoreyounglings and even players cometo
Brockton and take part inthefun. Tim
Shaddick has gotten together aU14 team, and
heislooking for playersand help aswell.
Please contact me
kegilsson@gmail.com
orTim

(tootall L@shaw.ca)
for moreinfo.

Don't forget the
Captain’sDinner
March 4" (contact
Bob Flood 604-261-
1390) or Gregory
Kirkpatrick
(gregdrkpetrick@shanca)
for info and reserva-
tions.

Thousands of

theemail list (bowyer@telus.com) and stay
tuned for pics, newsandinfo at http://
www.vancouverrughby.com

Keep fit and have fun!

Matt Hope offering up some Palm Sandwich...
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The Executive Suite

By Dimas Craveiro
Regatta | nformation

Inan effort to provideinformation to our
members, Sue Low, our regattachair, will post
regattainformation on our website readily
availabletorowers. Theintentisto haveall
regattainformation at one place. Sign-up, boat
allocation, crew composition and other
pertinent informationwill all be posted.

April 1#Social and Auction

The sectionwill haveafundraising
auction in combination with asocial functionon
April 1 of thisyear. Any rowing memberswho
wish to donate products or services are
encouraged to contact Dimas Craveiro at
craveiro@telus.net. Section memorabilia,
including old wooden oars and photographs,
will also be put up for auction. CorreeLauleis
currently planning the social aspect of that day.

New Trailer

Anyone attending regattas knows of the
sad shape of our unwieldy boat trailer. This
relic from another age has undergone consid-
erable changesto makeit legal. Someyears
ago, yourstruly wassitting by the side of the
highway waiting for apilot vehicleto escort
the trailer to Delta Deas where rowers were
impatiently waiting for their boats. Thetrailer,
asoriginaly constructed, wastoo largeand the
boats also extended too far beyond the rear
axle. Judicious application of acuttingtorch

Theo Van Rijn

madeit legal.
However, the
trailer has
required
extensive
repairs
through the
years. Even
so,itisnotin
the greatest
shape and
presents
problemsin
transporting our boats.

Considering therepairsrequired, and the
need to protect our very expensive boats, the
executive committeeisconsidering the
purchase of anew trailer. Purchasing and
financing optionsare being considered. Vespoli
and Wintech trailersare currently being
considered asworthy replacements. Vespoli
hasamotorized optionfor lifting eightsto the
top deck, something that would circumvent the
juggling act every timean eightislifted or
taken down.

Learn ToRow Instructors

Have you ever bemoaned the course
taken by LTR boats as they |leave the dock
directly into your path asyou arefinishing your
piece? Ever wondered why LTR instructors
weren't as clever/articulate/accomplished as
you?Well, thereis
an excellent
opportunity for
seasoned rowers to
lead LTR crews
and raise money for
anew trailer. The
targetisfor 6
rowersto volunteer
their timetwicea
week for the
summer months.
Not only will you
be showcasing
your rowing and
communication

Richard and Rene

skills, you will also be helpingto buy the
section anew trailer. Contact Jennifer
Wiederick, our rowing coordinator, at
row@vancouverrowingclub.ca

Safety Information

A small craft operator’s certificate course
will be held March 19 at the club for members
contempl ating the operation of our coach and
safety boats. Thiscertification ismandatory
for the operation of these boats. Cost will be
$55. Contact Carolyn
Carolyn.Thompson@bccampus.caor Jennifer
Wiederick at row@vancouverrowingclub.ca

MSRideJune17/18

Thisyear sees the repeat of the Grape
Escape, atwo day fundraising event staged to
raise money for M S research. Last year, 15
rowers entered as ateam, raising approxi-
mately $5000. It'sawonderful fun event with
each team cycling around the Fraser Valley
fromwinery to winery. Overnight accommoda-
tionwill be provided at Trinity Western
University, along with dinner and breakfast.

Thisyear we hope to attract more rowers
and raise even more money. If the mention of
Langley bringsto mind congestion onthe
Fraser Highway and strip devel opment, think
again. Wewill beriding over beautiful rura
countrysideand rolling farmland, at times
parallel tothe Fraser River. For avery
memorableweekend combined with fitness,
contact http://www.msbiketours.com/ for
further details.




o g

%o

JOKERS STANDINGS

Women’sPremier Women’sDivision 4

Team GP W L T GF GA Pen Pts| Team GP W L T GF GA Pen Pts

Hawks P 1229 12 3 12 0 29| |akers3 15 12 1 2 34 6 0 38

Lomas P 129 12 28 9 0 29 EaglesGold 3 9 1 3 32 5 0 30

Vipers P 2.6 51 27 22 0 19| EaglesBlack 15 9 4 2 25 16 0 29

Jokers P 124 71 18 22 0 13 weralomas3 6 8 5 3 29 22 0 27

UBC 2 54 1B 170 10| Hawkss 15 8 5 2 30 16 0 26

Vipers 1 1 0 110 5 4 0 O Jokers 1V 15 5 1 9 22 8 3 21
Vipers 6 15 6 9 0 13 27 O 18
Vipers 7 15 5 9 1 20 34 O 16

) PR NV Breakers 15 3 10 2 11 29 0 11

Women'sDivision 1 Fossil Sharks 15 3 1 1 10 32 O 10

Team GP W L T GF GA Pen Pts| Leopard Sharks 15 1 13 1 8 39 0 4

Jokers |Orange 16 12 1 3 4 8 0 39

Jokers IBlue 16 10 4 2 39 10 0 32

Vipers 2 16 10 4 2 28 13 0 32

Hawks 1 15 8 25 20 9 0 29 ) : PR

Dragons 6 8 44 2 8 o o5 MensPremierDivison

Ramblers 15 7 53 26 14 0 24 | Team GP W L T GF GA Pen Pts

Meralomas 1 17 7 7 3 24 27 O 24 UBC-A 12 10 2 0 45 13 0 30

Mako Sharks 15 4 9 2 25 33 0 14 | ypitedBrotherssA 13 9 2 2 48 17 3 26

Hawks 2 15 4 101 17 44 3 10 | vancouverHawks-A12 7 5 0 24 20 0 21

India 14 0 113 7 41 0 3 | |ndia-A 12 6 5 1 26 21 0 19

NV Strikers 15 0 132 6 5 0 2 VRC Jokers-A 2 5 5 2 3 26 0 17
Victoria Selects 12 4 5 3 23 29 O 15
Burnaby Lake-A 11 2 8 1 15 38 O 7

Women'sDivision 2 West Vancouver-A 14 1 12 1 7 5 0 4

Team GP W L T GF GA Pen Pts

Vipers 5 13 11 11 51 11 0 34

Jokersl|l Blue 13 10 3 0 30 13 0 30

sureyshaks 13 8 2 3 31 12 0 27 ROWING REGATTAS

Hawks 3 14 7 5 2 25 21 0 23

RichmondRebels 14 5 8 1 13 27 o 16| Monster ErgResults!

NV Mariners 13 4 90 11 230 12 Sometimes our rowersachievewonderful thingsthat slip under the

Lwy 123 72 16 27 0 11 radar and don'’ t get enough attention... not thistime!

_\r/_IJLrsg 1421 i ?0 g 1; ;; g Z Monster Ergwasheld on February 5, amidst awild and woolly

Hoers windstormin VictoriaBC. Simultaneous events happened in Toronto and
Nova Scotiafor the Canadian Indoor Rowing Championships.

, L Congratulationsto:

Women’sDivision 3 Annette O’ Shea - placed 5th at Monster Erg and 6th nationally in

Team GP W L T GF GA Pen pts| theWomen'sBdivison!

Jokers Il 17 11 4 2 35 16 O 35 Peter Klinkow - placed FIRST at Monster Erg AND nationally in

Lakers 2 15 10 1 4 41 16 O 34 both raw time and age-adjusted time! (and for those of you who are

Eagles 15 9 2 4 49 14 0 31 interested, beat John Alexander’serg time!) Peter has qualified to compete

SFU 17 9 5 3 32 24 3 27 at theWorld Indoor Rowing Championships (CRASH-B) in Boston this

UBC Bluebirds 16 8 4 4 35 30 3 25 Saturday.

Vipers 4 15 6 7 2 28 31 0 20  Let'sheararound of applause!!

Jokers IIOrangel5 5 8 2 35 33 0 17 Susan Low

Meralomas 2 16 3 94 13 34 O 13

NV Thunder 16 3 130 19 56 0 9

Hawks 4 16 1 123 14 47 0 6
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TheFinleysAboard Speedbird

eedbird at MinervaReeflt wasawild,
ast ride from Kelefesia, the last of the
a apai chain, to the Tongatapu

archipeligo . These arethe most southern
group of islandsin the Kingdom of Tongawith
Nuku’ & ofa, the capital, based onthemain
island from which the group getsitsname.
Nuku’ alofawas a pleasant surprise.

Reports we' d heard were not that
encouraging. We' d heard of petty crime,
garbage and rampaging cockroaches.

We found none of these and from the
moment we arrived there was a beer and a
welcome at thetiny yacht club which was
steps away from where we were tied and a
succulent scotch steak was to be had at a
fancy restaurant nearby.

Checkinginwasabreeze and friendly,
cheap taxiswere our transportation al over the
city. We had not been in such civilization for
some weeks and were happy to find up to date
food storeswith just about everything we
needed. We also took in the* Friends Internet
Cafe’ which supplied excellent lattesand
lunchestogether with adequate internet access
and watched the latest ‘ Harry Potter’ movie at
thelocal movietheatre.

Getting fuel and checking out was not so
easy. Thistook usacouple of days of walking
from officeto office with forms and papers but
eventually with theright signaturewe were
ableto buy cheap duty freefuel onthe
afternoon of our departure.

Throughout our stay in Tongawe had
regularly checked inwith other cruisersas
they travelled to New Zealand and each night
had collected ‘ Grib Files' [weather faxes] via
the Email. Fifteen yearsago when technol ogy
waslimited, we experienced aterrible passage
from Fiji to New Zealand with stormsand then
southerly windsthat slowed usdowntoa
crawl making a 10 day passage 15.

Wereally wanted to stop at Minerva
Reef en route to NZ and watched each day
for asuitable weather window to open for us.
For several daysthe winds were perfect for
the reef but a series of lows off Australiawere
making therest of the passagelook difficult.

Anyway we decided to head for Minerva
and if need bewait theretill more settled

conditionsarrived.

MinervaReef liesabout 260 miles south
of Tonga. Itisacircular fringing reef about 5
mileswideandtotally invisibleuntil you are
nearly upon it, much to the distress of many a
sailor who hasfound it by mistake! Theonly
landmark is atower erected by Tongamany
years ago.

Otherwisethereisnothing to seefrom
the outside but pounding surf and even that
diminishesat hightide. The passinto the
lagooniswideand easily navigableand once
inside there are no other hazards. It isa
beautiful, turquoise, tranquil holein the ocean
that issupposedly safein windsup to 30 knots.

We were the only boat and we anchored
close to the northern edge of the reef. The
next day we decided to explore but snorkeling
off the coral heads nearby reveal ed dead coral
and limited sealife. Thiswas disappointing but
when Morgan dove down, he found the heads
to be hollow with snapper, trevalli and more
specieshidinginside.

It was also discovered that the reef
abounded with life so the potential for a
crayfish hunt was on the cardsfor that night.
Tropical crayfish arenocturnal creatures, so
shy infact, that they don’t even leave their
cavesif themoonistoo full!

Morgan hasdiscovered that if you shinea
spotlight directly at the creatureit will rushfor
cover. You haveto kind of spotitinthe
periphery of thelight and movein quickly to
trapit.

A night diveisatotally different experi-
ence from the day. Luminescent parrot fish
weredtill, apparently sleeping, theflashlight
picked up aturtle wedged in acrevasse and
even asthe beam moved over itsfaceit
continued to sleep. The dark shape of a
stingray lay motionlesson the seabed while
creatures not normally seen by day emerged t
take over.

Bill and Morgan were not in the water too
long before they had found their prey and asa
result surfaced with TWO 4 1/4 |b lobbies plus
a2 b onefor good measure. What afeast we
enjoyed that night! After dinner wetunedinto
check the weather. It appeared that the lows
were being deflected by aweakening high and

if wedidn’t make our move the next day, there
wasapossibility wewould be stuck inthe
lagoon for aweek or maybe longer. We were
somewhat disappointed aswe had hoped for a
few days at the reef but the morning of our
departure we decided to snorkel the pass.
What agreat decision that was!

As soon as we enter the ocean amagical,
underwater world of vibrant corals of every
imaginable colour and construction surrounds
us. Multitudes of reef fish swim by, many so
inquisitivethey comeright up to usto check us
out.

Large grouper and snapper that would on
any other occasion have been afeast in the
cockpit wereinstead afeast for our eyes. A
platoon of easily fifty juvenilebarracudaall in
the same striped uniform swim by in regimen-
tal precision each fixinguswith aglassy doll’s
eyeasif insalute.

They al turn slowly together and move
off into the distance. We drift over achasm
and below uswe seeresting sharks, oblivious
or else not interested in our passage.... for the
moment. Slowly they start to circleand move
up, soitistimefor usto climb back into the
dinghy which we have been towing with us. It
was the best underwater experience we had
had so far: the clarity, the colours, thesizeand
numbers of fish, how closethey came...

On Speedbird we quickly had lunch and
squared away everything ready for passage.
We had about 800 milesto go and about 5 days
before the predicted weather change.

The winds were perfect and we arrived
inthe Bay of Islands, New Zealand, just four
dayslater. We'll be heretill theend of April
enjoying the southern summer after which the
planisfor some of usat least to return to
Minervaagain.

Cheers
The Finleys on board Speedbird

2006 Yachting Year book

Please | et the office know if there
changesin your information. Photosare
welcomed. Please give to Evan Seys.
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Coast Guard
| nspections

Ladiesand gentlemen of theVRC Yachting
section! Oh, Ye! Oh, Ye! Oh, Ye!

NOW PAY ATTENTION!!

Please be advised that your inspectionsare
duein Marchandif you have not already
booked atime, DO IT NOW!! And then do

PLEASE TURNUPONTIME!!

| know we go on about thisevery year, but |
cannot stress enough how much the volun-
teersdo to get thisdonefor us, and they do it
intheir own timeand on their own nickel. Just
turning up and hoping somebody will drop
everything and jump along to satisfy your
needsisasking alot. Don’t do that!

BOOK IT DANNO.

E-mail your safety officer Jim Miller at
Jimkit@shaw.caor call the office at 604-687-
3400 to book atimefor thefollowing dates:
MARCH 11" & 12" and MARCH 18" &
19,

There are no other dates so you had better
have areally good excuse if you cannot make
any one of these four days. It helpsto make
surethat the boatsin the club are all working
boats, and that they are safe to go to sea. This
helpswith your insurance (if you areinsured
with TOS) and most of al, it can SAVE
YOUR LIFE. Do not takethislightly! Itisa
reguirement on your moorage contract, and
without it you WILL be denied moorage!

LAY OUT YOUR FLARES
ETC.

Make sureyou lay out all your required stuff,
such asflares, buckets, manual pumps,
extinguishersand so on for inspectionif they
arenot fixed to the boat. Thismakesthingsgo
alot quicker for you and theinspector, AND
YOU DO NOT WANT TO UPSET HIM,
right?

Extinguisher checksare FREE on theclub
deck during these days, and they will need to
be up to date to pass your inspection too.

OK,SOHAVE YOU BOOKED
YOURTIMEYET?

%o

Communiquéfrom your Commodore

WEell, 2005 isnow past and before 2006 is
much older, | would liketo wish all of our
Yachting Section members asafe and prosper-
ous new year. For those of us who were hardy
enough to makethetrip to Bowen Island over
the New Year were treated to a most entertain-
ing celebration to welcomein 2006. Theeve
provided uswith aspectacular fireworks
display (courtesy of Craig and Craig), and
musical entertainment inthe warmth of
Snugglers Cottageinto the early hours (cour-
tesy of David, Mark, Craig and with Roseon
vocals). New Year's Day was a blast aswe
watched the antics of other boats maneuvering
inwind guststhat were brushing 50kts. The 12
VRC boats at the Outstation were well secured
and in no danger. Thanks go to Robbie
Rampaul and histeam for making the New
Year’s cruise the success it was!

At thelast yachting AGM | was asked a
guestion on the rates that we were paying for
thevarious Outstations. Atthetimel did not
have the data on hand to provide aresponse. |
have since crunched the numbers and these are
the rates we are paying for the current year:

Pender Harbour 90 Ft 8 molyr $.10 per Ft/Nt
SilvaBay 210Ft  AllYr $.17 per Ft/Nt
Snug Cove 240Ft 197Nt/Yr  $.20 per Ft/Nt

Asan added bonus at SilvaBay and for
thisyear only (up to September 30™), members
will not be charged for electricity used at the
Outstation. Thank you to Seve Creagh for
negotiating this concession with themarinaat
SilvaBay.

To keep you informed, here are some of
the upcoming changes affecting our members:

The Mast Roomwill be undergoing
renovation inthe next couple of months;

TheVRC Club Staff will handle
bookingsfor MarinaFacilities. (Theeffective
date of the transfer will be posted on the
Notice Board)! Our thanksgo to Richard
Leesfor hiscommitment to handling the
booking for thesefacilities on behalf of the
membership for aslong as| can remember!

TheMarine FacilitiesCommitteeis
finalizing conditionsthat will allow someeasing
of the Tide Grid restrictions (subject to VRC
Board approval) asan interim measure;

Staff Captain, Bob Poulton will
replace David Dorman as the Moorage
Committee Chair to the VRC Board.

Richard (Dick) Murray,
Commodore

<ER 54 7,
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worthwhile cause.
www.charitychallenge.ca

TheWinter Sailing Charity Challenge 2006 Race on March 5isthe 1st
annual winter sailing event of thiskind in support of TheLion’s Gate
Hospital’sNew Emer gency Room. Thiswill be animportant fund
raising event for yearsto come and afocal point on the Vancouver
racing scene. For all those sailors out there, you will be the real
winner if you come out and support thisevent. What could be morefun
than participating in the race and hel ping to raise money for a
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CLUBHOUSE HOURS

OFriCcE
Monday to Friday 9 am—7 pm

Saturday, Sunday 10 am—2 pm
L ouNGE HOURS

CARVER RooMm (LOwWER LEVEL)
TROPHY L OUNGE (STREET LEVEL)

Monday Closed
Tuesday 510pm Carver Room
Wednesday 5-10pm Trophy Lounge
Thursday  5-10pm Carver Room
Friday 510pm Carver Roomor
Trophy Lounge
Saturday Noon-10pm Carver Room
Sunday 2-8pm Trophy Lounge

COMING EVENTS

CLus

Mar. 7 Just Singin Round

Mar. 17 St. Paddy’s Day Dance
Mar. 31 IrishWhisky Tasting
Apr. 4 Just Singin Round

FieLp HockEey

Mar. 18 Socid

Apr. 22 Socid

Y ACHTING

Mar. 3 Winter Charity Challenge

Mar. 5 Winter Charity Challenge
Chili Cook Off

Mar. 10 Pub Night

Apr. 9 Sun Tan Series

Apr. 21 Pub Night

Apr. 23 Sun Tan Series

Rucey

Mar. 4 Captains Dinner

Mar 18 Home Game

Mar. 25 Hometo Richmond

Apr. 1 Home Games

Apr. 29 Rugby Awards Dinner

RowiING

Apr. 1 Socid

March

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 3 4
Winter Charity Rugby
Challenge Captains
Dinner
5 6 7 10
Yacht@ng VRC Board Just Yachting Pub
Charity Meeting Singing Night
Challenge Around
Chili Cook Off
17 18
St. Paddy’s Field Hockey
Day Dance Social/Rugby
Home Game
25
Rugby
Home to
Richmond
Game
Rugby
Home
Game/Rowing
Social
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
4
Just
Singing
Around
9
Yachting
Sun Tan
Race
21 22
) Field
Yachtl_n% Pub Hockey
Night Social
23 29
Yachting Rugby
Sun Tan Awards
Race Dinner
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